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but a sort of brush, and for Ink he has a composition of   diluted  lime   or   chalk   water.     He dips his brush into this and  begins to write on the black  or   dark   surface   of   his  board.     The figures  he produces  are  pure white when  they dry   up.     After   he   has   shown   what   he   has written  to   his  teacher, and heard  the  criticism or   praise   his   teacher   has   to   bestow,   all   the writing  can  be   effaced   by  means   of  a   damp cloth rubbed over the board.    No sponge is used or carried, but the more stylish of the  children carry a piece of cloth tied to the board,  which can  always be   dipped   in water   and   used   for cleaning the  board.    The  first   thing   the   child learns  in the village school is not the alphabet, but   the   numerals.     The   Indian    child    has   a marvellous  faculty  for   arithmetic.    He  may  be said  to have been born with the  multiplication table  up to ten in his  head.     What he  learns at  school is the multiplication table up to over a hundred.    When  he has learnt   that,  he  can multiply  27  by  35  without   any mental   effort, simply by the elaborate tables  he has learnt by rote.    He also learns simple formulae, which help him to calculate without the least difficulty the price  of an  article in seers and pice, given the wholesale price In maunds  and   rupees.    In his second   or   third year   the  Hindu   child   knows more  of rough and ready  arithmetic than boys of a very advanced form in an English school. The use of the memory is the great feature